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Hitsman's account of the War of 1812 is regarded by many experts as the best one-volume history

of that conflict. It is an engrossing story of the causes of the war and of the campaigns and battles

that raged on land and water, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. This new paperback

edition, edited by Donald E. Graves, contains the entire text of the original edition and much new

material.
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This is a serviceable account of the war of 1812 from the British-Canadian perspective. Though

lacking the color of some other books on this conflict, most noteably John Elting's "Ameteuers To

Arms" the author does not suffer from national bias like many American writers do. The account is

straight forward and pretty direct, providing a decent overview of the situation in British North

America on the outbreak of war in 1812.This updated version by Donald Graves, a noted Canadian

expert on many of the battles of the war, provides many good maps, pictures, and detailed

addenda. In particular the addenda concerning the contemporary and current names of the various

British and Canadian regiments that fought in the war provides good supporting background. While

the author writes pretty much free of national bias, his main point is that the war in Canada was

largely fought and won by British regulars. Popular Canadian perceptions have the militia getting all

the credit for repelling the various inept US invasions. This is simply not so. To the British 8th, 41st

and 49th regiments of foot, who virtually alone stood on the frontier in 1812 against the Americans,

must go the lionshare of credit in preventing Canada's conquest. The author points out that most



Canadian militia did little or no fighting, the exception being some of the good fencible units that

were raised.Since this is an older work we don't have all the eulogies for the plight of the Indians

under Tecumseh. When Hitsman was writing political correctness had not crept into works like this

yet. Tecumseh and his warriors certainly get their mention, but we are not subjected to the great

praise that most current works seem required to give.
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